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university of minnesota morris

honors and awards
recognizing students who demonstrate academic excellence and enrich campus life

Friday, May 14, 2021, 6:30 p.m.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT
The University of Minnesota Morris is located on land that has been cared for and called home by the Dakota
people, and later the Ojibwe people and other Native peoples from time immemorial. By offering this land
acknowledgment, we affirm tribal sovereignty and express respect for Native peoples and nations.

2021 HONORS AND AWARDS
RECOGNIZING STUDENTS WHO DEMONSTRATE
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AND ENRICH CAMPUS LIFE

WELCOME AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT
Janet Schrunk Ericksen, vice chancellor for academic affairs and dean
OPENING ADDRESS
2021 University of Minnesota
Morris Alumni Association Teaching Award Recipient
introduction by Janet Schrunk Ericksen, vice chancellor for academic affairs and dean
remarks by Jon K. Dalager ’79, president of the alumni association
The professor recognized for outstanding contributions to undergraduate education through teaching, research
and artistic activities, advising, academic program development, and educational leadership is invited to give the
opening address.
Barbara Burke, associate professor of communication, media, and rhetoric
CHANCELLOR’S AWARD
presented by Michelle Behr, chancellor
Presented annually to an outstanding senior on the basis of academic excellence and contribution to campus life,
the chancellor of the University of Minnesota Morris makes the Chancellor’s Award selection after consulting with
various campus groups.
Emily L. Wittkop ’21
CURTIS H. LARSON AWARD
presented by Michelle Behr, chancellor
The Curtis H. Larson Award is conferred upon the graduate chosen as senior class speaker. The selection is made
by faculty and graduating seniors. The award was established in memory of the late Curtis Larson, the University
of Minnesota Morris’s first class speaker in 1964.
Samuel James Rosemark ’21
FULBRIGHT AWARD
recognized by Michelle Behr, chancellor
The Fulbright U.S. Student Program is the largest United States exchange program offering opportunities
for students and young professionals to undertake international graduate study, advanced research, university
teaching, and primary and secondary school teaching worldwide. The program awards grants annually in all fields
of study in more than 140 countries worldwide.
Breanna N. Dragseth ’21
Rose Schwietz ’13
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CRITICAL LANGUAGE SCHOLARSHIP
recognized by Michelle Behr, chancellor
The Critical Language Scholarship (CLS) Program is a summer study abroad opportunity for American college
and university students to learn languages essential to America’s engagement with the world. The CLS Program
is part of a U.S. government effort to expand the number of Americans studying and mastering critical
world languages.
Isaiah Nielsen ’22
MORRIS STUDENT SUSTAINABILITY LEADER AWARD
presented by Michelle Behr, chancellor
This award recognizes students who have displayed exemplary service to advance campus sustainability
conversations and initiatives. The efforts of these student leaders have helped to create positive change with
leadership that has been a model to others. Sustainability is a big idea that connects with our liberal arts
leadership. These students have asked “big questions” and have worked to find solutions.
Madelyn Grace Happ ’21
Samuel James Rosemark ’21
ALLEN W. EDSON AWARD
presented by Sandra K. Olson-Loy, vice chancellor for student affairs
Presented annually in recognition of contribution to campus life, the Allen W. Edson Award’s recipient is
nominated by the student body, faculty, and staff, and chosen by the Student Affairs Committee. The award
honors Allen Edson, superintendent of the University of Minnesota West Central School of Agriculture (WCSA)
and Experiment Station on the Morris campus from 1947 to 1958.
Samuel James Rosemark ’21
MARY MARTELLE MEMORIAL AWARD
presented by Sandra K. Olson-Loy, vice chancellor for student affairs
Presented annually to a student and to a staff member deemed to have made outstanding contributions to the
quality of Morris campus life, the Mary Martelle Memorial Award perpetuates the memory of Mary Martelle,
senior secretary in the Office of Student Activities from 1965 until her death in 1976.
Julia Scovil ’22
SCHOLAR OF THE COLLEGE AWARD
presented by Janet Schrunk Ericksen, vice chancellor for academic affairs and dean
Scholar of the College Awards are presented annually to students who demonstrate distinguished contributions to
scholarship in one or more of the academic disciplines
Marie Elizabeth Anderson ’21
Samuel James Rosemark ’21
Matthew J. DeSmith ’21
Isaac S. Sanchez, ’21
Nerissa Ann Dolney ’21
Mitchell J. Scanlan ’21
Felicia Galvan ’21
Nasir Siddiqui ’21
Ryan David Lusby ’21
Peter James Truckenmiller ’21
Jessica Nazarian ’22
EDITH RODGERS FARRELL MEMORIAL AWARD FOR UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH
presented by Stacey Parker Aronson, professor, chair, Division of the Humanities
Established by the family, students, and friends of Edith Rogers Farrell, late professor of French and
undergraduate research advocate, the annual award is granted to a graduating senior whose research is judged by a
jury of faculty to be excellent.
Nerissa Ann Dolney ’21
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BILL AND IDA STEWART AWARD FOR ETHNIC DIVERSITY
presented by Jennifer Rothchild, associate professor of sociology
and Equity and Diversity Committee chair
This award recognizes students who have displayed exemplary service on our campus in support of promoting
ethnic diversity and a supportive climate for all people. Bill Stewart touched the lives of thousands of UMN Morris
students and championed the concerns, needs, and accomplishments of students of color. Under his leadership,
the Multi-Ethnic Student Program provided academic assistance, financial aid, and student support services
to improve opportunities for underrepresented students. Ida Stewart served as a faculty member, education
coordinator, and academic advisor and established World Touch Cultural Heritage Week and the Women of
Color Association.
Dylan Young ’23
HONORS PROGRAM RECOGNITION
presented by Athena Kildegaard, teaching specialist, English,
and director of the Honors Program
The Morris Honors Program focuses on providing opportunities for curious, creative, and intellectually
ambitious students to practice interdisciplinary thinking. All courses in the program are interdisciplinary and are
frequently taught by two professors. Students complete the program with an interdisciplinary capstone project and
defense, and have an overall grade point average of 3.5 or higher at graduation.
Alex Carroll ’21
Eleanor R. K. Sternberg ’21
Nerissa Ann Dolney ’21
Tehya Wachuta ’21
Sydney Marie Gates ’21
Joseph Robert Wees ’21
Anna-Helena Preugschas ’21

MUSICAL SELECTION

Prelude in G-sharp minor, Op. 32, No. 12, Sergei Rachmaninoff
Eleanor Kay Melton ’21, piano

ATHLETIC AWARDS

Presented by Matthew Johnson ’03, director, Intercollegiate Athletics
ARNOLD HENJUM SCHOLAR-ATHLETE AWARD
Presented to a senior male athlete on the basis of athletic excellence and integrity, the award honors Arnold
Henjum, professor of education from 1964 to 1992, who made innumerable contributions to Minnesota public
education. Recipients must earn a minimum 3.0 overall grade point average.
Devon Thompson ’22
WILLIS KELLY AWARD
Presented to a senior female athlete who exemplifies the spirit of competition at UMN Morris in women’s
athletics, the award is in memory of Willis Kelly, physical education coach and athletic director at UMN Morris
for more than 20 years. She was the first director of women’s athletics in 1975 and served as director of men’s and
women’s athletics from 1982 until her retirement in 1987. Recipients must earn a minimum 3.0 overall grade
point average.
Jessica Lynn Bliese ’21
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HONOR ATHLETE AWARDS
Selected by a committee of coaches on the basis of academic and athletic achievement, recipients of the Men’s
and Women’s Honor Athlete Awards have earned a grade point average of 3.0 or higher.
Blake E. Haugen ’21
Samantha K. Tate ’21
COUGAR EXCELLENCE AWARDS
The Cougar Excellence Awards are awarded each year to fourth-year student-athletes who represent the best
of Cougar Athletics: passion, dedication, athletic competitiveness, and academic engagement. Recipients have
competed at the University of Minnesota Morris for a minimum of two years.
Alexander James Boyd ’21
Victoria Rose Everson ’21

EDUCATION AWARD

Presented by Michelle Page, professor, chair, Division of Education
WILLIAM R. SCARBOROUGH MEMORIAL AWARD
Presented annually to a senior in elementary or secondary education, the William R. Scarborough Memorial
Award recognizes demonstrated competence and potential for becoming an outstanding member of the
teaching profession. The award honors the memory of William Scarborough, former Division of Education
chair, who joined the faculty in 1966 and made many contributions to the Morris campus and to public
education in Minnesota.
Andrea Rose Glynn ’21

HUMANITIES AWARDS

Presented by Stacey Parker Aronson, professor, chair, Division of the Humanities
ART HISTORY BOOK AWARD
Awarded to graduating art history majors, this award recognizes academic excellence and potential for further
achievement in the arts.
Molly Otremba ’21
ALUMNI AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING ENGLISH MAJOR
This award is presented to English majors whose performances in English classes have been consistently
superior and who have made positive contributions to the discipline or major in and beyond
the classroom.
Anika Eaves ’22
Clara Martinez ’22
KEITH CARLSON MEMORIAL JAZZ AWARD
Presented annually to the most outstanding jazz musicians at UMN Morris, this award is given in memory of
Keith Carlson by Jack and Ethel Carlson.
Justin Martin ’21
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BRION DALAGER MEMORIAL AWARD
Established by the family and friends of the late Brion Dalager, University of Minnesota Morris music student
from 1969 to 1972, this scholarship is awarded annually to students who have demonstrated outstanding
ability on a band instrument.
Jordyn Meyer ’22
Robin Whirlwind Soldier ’22
Hailey Elizabeth Stobb ’21
Zac Paul Sager Wright ’21
NATALIE BENOIT MEMORIAL AWARD
Presented to a junior or senior who demonstrates ability and shows promise as a serious art student. Given
by George and Joan Benoit, former Morris residents, in memory of their daughter who was an art major
studying at Penn State when an accident took her life.
Molly Otremba ’21
LOIS P. HODGELL PRINTMAKING AWARD
This award honors the late Lois P. Hodgell, professor of art from 1962 until her retirement in 1993.
The recipient must show outstanding achievement in printmaking. Presented annually to a student who
demonstrates creative potential in the field and technical understanding of a variety of print processes.
Rhiannon Glazier ’22
RAY AND DOLORES LAMMERS AWARD IN THE LANGUAGE ARTS
Established in memory of the late Raymond J. Lammers, professor of theatre, and his late wife Dolores, this
award is presented to seniors majoring in and demonstrating outstanding undergraduate careers in one of the
following disciplines: theatre, English, foreign language, or communication, media, and rhetoric. Professor
Lammers was one of the first UMN Morris faculty members and figured prominently in the creation of the
theatre major and theatre program.
Madison J. Grimsbo ’21

SCIENCE & MATHEMATICS AWARDS

Presented by Peh Ng, professor, chair, Division of Science and Mathematics
ABBOTT AWARD IN PHYSICS
Presented to a graduating senior physics major with the greatest potential of achieving a professional career in
physics or a physics-related field, the award was established by the late Robinson Abbott, professor of biology
from 1961 to 1991, and his wife, Rose Marie, who taught UMN Morris biology courses, to recognize the
importance UMN Morris played in their lives. All four Abbott children graduated from UMN Morris, three
with physics majors.
Nasir Siddiqui ’21
JAY Y. ROSHAL AWARD
Presented to a senior student majoring in biology who demonstrates the most promise and interest in a career
in the biological sciences, the award is in honor of the late Jay Roshal, professor of biology from 1960 to 1983
and the first University of Minnesota Morris Division of Science and Mathematics chair.
Tyler Donnell Kelly ’21
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spdf CHEMISTRY AWARD
The annual spdf Award is given to a senior chemistry major demonstrating outstanding scholarship, potential,
and service in chemistry. Chemistry students know that the letters s,p,d,f refer to the internal structure of the
atom as determined by experiment and theory. Historically, the letters were nothing but labels for colors of
light emitted or absorbed by atoms when the internal structure was unknown.
Mitchell J. Scanlan ’21
CLEMENS “JOHNNY” BRAUER MEMORIAL AWARD
Established by former colleagues and students to honor the memory of Clemens Brauer, associate professor of
geology from 1966 to 1981, the award supports geology majors in their educational pursuits at the University
of Minnesota Morris by providing financial assistance to cover field camp expenses. Recipients must exhibit
academic excellence and plan a professional or academic career in geological sciences.
Abigail Bartlett ’22
Jackson Douglas Kliewer ’21

SOCIAL SCIENCES AWARDS

Presented by Jennifer Deane, professor, chair, Division of the Social Sciences
ANTHROPOLOGY AWARD
The Anthropology Research Award is given to an anthropology major who has shown exceptional ability for
independent research. The award is given to a student with fewer than 90 credits toward graduation and
includes monetary support for conducting research or presenting research at a professional meeting.
Claudia Iron Hawk ’22
CHRIS BERG MEMORIAL AWARD
Presented annually to an outstanding senior economics major demonstrating academic excellence in that field,
this award is presented by the University of Minnesota Morris economics/management faculty in memory of
their colleague, Chris Berg, one of UMN Morris’s early economics faculty.
Madelyn Yonari Aleman ’21
UMM MANAGEMENT/ECONOMICS ALUMNI AWARD
This award is presented to a graduating discipline senior who has achieved academic excellence and has
provided service to the discipline and the Morris campus. It is funded through collective alumni gifts to the
management/economics discipline.
Becca Tietz ’22
TED AND JUDITH UNDERWOOD AWARD IN HISTORY
Presented to a graduating senior with a major or minor in history or a history concentration in the social
science major who has demonstrated distinguished academic performance in history, the award is named for
Dr. Ted L. and Judith Underwood. Ted served the University of Minnesota Morris as an outstanding scholar,
teacher, and administrator from 1967 until his retirement in 1999. Judith completed a degree in education at
University of Minnesota Morris in 1971 and pursued a successful career in education in the Minneapolis area
from 1973 to 1999.
Mia G. Frick ’21
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MIMI FRENIER AWARD IN GENDER, WOMEN, AND SEXUALITY STUDIES
This award was established by colleagues, students, alumni, friends, and the University of Minnesota Morris
Commission on Women and Gender Equity in recognition of Professor Emeritus of History Mariam Frenier’s
dedication to UMN Morris and in appreciation for her contributions to the development of the gender, women,
and sexuality studies major. It is annually granted to a junior or senior majoring in gender, women, and sexuality
studies in recognition of high academic achievement and social, political, and civic activism.
Anika Eaves ’22
Rachael Terese Miriam Knafla ’21
GIESKE ACADEMIC AWARD
Offered annually to outstanding political science majors in their senior year, this award is given to students who
have exceptional records of accomplishment at the University of Minnesota Morris as well as strong prospects for
success after graduation. The award is in memory of Millard Gieske who was a professor in political science for
more than 15 years. He served as acting chair of the Division of the Social Sciences, was a respected leader in many
professional organizations, and authored many political works.
Madelyn Grace Happ ’21
OUTSTANDING GRADUATE IN PSYCHOLOGY AWARD
The Outstanding Graduate in Psychology Award is given annually to seniors graduating with psychology majors.
Recipients who receive this award have excelled in the following areas: scholarship, research experience, and
participation in the psychology discipline.
Delaney Budge ’21
Margaret R. Schauff ’21
SOCIOLOGY BOOK AWARD
Awarded to outstanding sociology students, this honor recognizes academic excellence and active engagement in
the field of sociology.
Isabelle Guenivere Schomberg ’21

CLOSING REMARKS
Janet Schrunk Ericksen, vice chancellor for academic affairs and dean
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ADDITIONAL HONORS
DURING THE 2020–21 ACADEMIC YEAR

AMERICAN INDIAN SALT SPRINGS AWARDS
The American Indian Salt Springs Awards are presented on the basis of academic excellence and contribution
to the Indian and campus community to outstanding American Indian students who will return to the Morris
campus next year.
American Indian Salt Springs
American Indian Salt Springs
Cultural Award Scholarship
Teacher Scholarship
Delaney Anderson ’22
Connor Fitzgerald ’22
Denise Gladis ’22
Peyton Sierra ’22
Claudia Iron Hawk ’22
Dylan Young ’23
CHEMISTRY UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH AWARD
The Chemistry Undergraduate Research Fund (CURF) provides support for students who are majoring in
chemistry/biochemistry and have an interest in carrying out research in chemistry/biochemistry of a closely
related field. The awardees have demonstrated outstanding aptitude for research in the chemistry discipline’s
Introduction to Research course and the potential for continued success.
Elijah Bass ’21
Joshua Head ’21
CHI ALPHA SIGMA
Chi Alpha Sigma, the National College Athlete Honor Society, recognizes high academic achievements of student
athletes at the collegiate level. Student athletes who contribute significantly to at least one intercollegiate sport
while maintaining a 3.4 or higher cumulative GPA throughout their junior and senior years are eligible for
membership in Chi Alpha Sigma. The University of Minnesota Morris chapter, established in 2006, is the only
chapter in Minnesota.
Alex Baumann ’22
Maxwell Kivi ’22
Jenna Benson ’22
Torin Klebba ’22
Jessica Lynn Bliese ’21
Noah Kloss ’22
Nate Carlin ’22
Carly Mahoney ’22
Branden Carlson ’22
Kate Obright ’22
Carolyn Curtis ’22
Grace Olson ’22
Anna Fairbanks ’22
Joe Pelle ’22
Connor Fitzgerald ’22
Grace Penke ’22
Abbey Fluke ’22
KJ Riley ’22
Jaeger Gerold ’22
Olivia Salzwedel ’22
Logan Graves ’22
Shelby Schermerhorn ’22
Paige Haugen ’22
Sydney Swanson ’22
Jenna Howden ’22
Brenna Tinjum ’21
Sam Jordan ’23
Alyssa Ukestad ’22
Isaac Kauffman ’22
Rylee Noelle Whiteside ’21
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DAVID MINGE INTERNSHIP AWARD
The Minge Internship Award supports students seeking Washington, DC, internships, educational opportunities
that former Congressman David Minge values as important and insightful components in learning about public
policy process at the federal level. Preference is given to internship participants who integrate the study of peace,
justice, conservation, the environment, rural affairs, or similar issues.
Shelby Maloney ’23
Julia Scovil ’22
DIK MUNSON ART AWARD
Presented to outstanding first- and second-year studio art students demonstrating creative potential in future
discipline coursework. This award is intended for purchase of materials and supplies for the recipient’s artwork
and experimentation with new media.
Larkspur Domka ’23
Halina Johnson ’24
GIESKE INTERNSHIP AWARD
The Gieske Internship Award honors the memory of Millard Gieske, University of Minnesota Morris professor of
political science. The award supports political science students who pursue legislative internships in Washington,
DC, or the Minnesota state capitol.
Julia Scovil ’22
JOHN BRIAN BECKER ’97 MEMORIAL STUDENT ACTIVIST AWARD
Established by friends of the late John Becker ’97, this award is meant to honor and to thank a student identified
as being a progressive-thinking individual whose activism has made an impact on campus or beyond by raising
public awareness and promoting social change. John majored in English and theatre arts while at UMN Morris
and was actively involved in the Student DFL, KUMM, and Women’s Resource Center.
Emily L. Wittkop ’21
MATTHEW IAN HELGESEN MEMORIAL AWARD
Established by Tim and Jean Helgesen in memory of their son, Matthew ’06, this award is given to the captain of
the Bad Movie Club. Matt was one of the first students to start the club during his freshman year at UMN Morris.
The award honors the values of UMN Morris and reflects student initiative in creativity in leadership and serves to
encourage the captain to keep the club going by doing “all the extras that always need to be done.”
Owen Tanner Gonzalez ’21
PI SIGMA ALPHA
Founded in 2010, UMN Morris’s Alpha Zeta Eta chapter of Pi Sigma Alpha, the first in the University of
Minnesota System, is a national political science honor society. Its goal is to stimulate scholarship and intelligent
interest in political science. The Morris chapter aims to encourage development and dissemination of
independent research; initiate and participate in community and service activities; and expose members and the
University community to the study of government and issues of public concern. Members are juniors or seniors
who have completed at least 10 semester credits in political science, including at least one upper division course,
and earned an average grade of B or higher in those courses. Overall, members have achieved a GPA of 3.4
or higher.
Brian Belcourt ’22
Torin Klebba ’22
Anthony Cavazos ’22
Shelby Maloney ’23
Erik Kjer ’23
Ryan Rysdahl ’23
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PI SIGMA ALPHA BEST PAPER
The Pi Sigma Alpha Best Paper Award is given to political science students whose papers, submitted for courses
during the previous calendar year, were judged the best based on a degree of original research, level of critical
thinking, and quality of writing. Pi Sigma Alpha is the national political honor society of college students of
political science and government.
Isaiah Nielsen ’22
for “Public Perceptions of Corruption in East Asia: A Comparative Study of Japan, Singapore, and South Korea”
RICK JAUERT ’78 MEMORIAL AWARD
The Rick Jauert Memorial Award honors the memory of Rick Jauert ’78. Originally from Luverne, Rick spent his
entire 36-year career working for members of Congress, including seven from Minnesota, two from New York,
and one from California, in various capacities including chief of staff and press secretary. The award supports
students seeking Washington, DC, internships. Rick was committed to public service, to Minnesota, and to
progressive-thinking politics, and the award will be given to a student who shares these attributes.
Julia Scovil ’22
RODNEY A. BRIGGS LIBRARY ASSOCIATES STUDENT ART AWARD
Rodney A. Briggs Library Associates (BLA) sponsors two student art awards each year. BLA selects one piece from
the Juried Student Art Exhibit and one piece from the Senior Art Show. Selections are made by a member of the
Associates, a library staff member, and a student.
Gillian Orth ’23,Overgrown
Velora Wilson ’21, A Journey to One’s Happiness
SCHNEIDER NATIONAL AWARD
Presented to an economics or management student who has demonstrated academic excellence,
outstanding research abilities, and success in industry-oriented studies, the award is funded by Schneider
National, Incorporated.
Isaac Johnson ’22
SIGMA DELTA PI
Sigma Delta Pi National Collegiate Hispanic Honor Society members are junior or seniors with a minimum 3.0
GPA who have completed at least three years of college-level Spanish, including at least three semester hours
in Hispanic literature or culture and civilization. Active members of UMN Morris’s Omega Omicron chapter,
founded in the spring of 2013, participate in at least 10 hours of community service activities per semester,
including the Bilingual Literacy Project carried out in conjunction with the Morris Public Library.
Estella Acevedo ’22
Joselín Gonzales Mejía ’23
Felicity Alvarado ’22
Christian Juarez-Perez ’23
Becca Bertalotto ’22
Torin Klebba ’22
STUDENT CENTER ART AWARD
The Student Center Art Award recognizes talented University of Minnesota Morris students and creates a
permanent quality art collection that is on display throughout the Student Center. A committee of staff and
students work together to select pieces from art shows.
Brittany Lormis ’22, Boozhoo (Morris)
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UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES PROGRAM
This competitive program supports student research, scholarly, or creative projects undertaken in partnership
with a faculty or staff member. Students develop and discuss an idea with a mentor, write a proposal, complete the
work, and present the project to a wide audience.
Adeolu Atolani ’22
Isaiah Nielsen ’22
Abigail Bartlett ’22
Molly Otremba ’21
Breanna N. Dragseth ’21
Cole Peters ’22
Anika Eaves ’22
Carter Plasek ’24
Vincent John Fontana III ’21
Allison Pohlmann ’22
Nora Fritz ’22
Adam L. Schneider ’21
Fiona Clare Kaster ’21
Nasir Siddiqui ’21
Isaac Johnson ’22
Ryan S. Spry ’21
Helen Juarez ’21
Kylie Toso ’21
Jackson Lennox ’21
Yichen Wang ’22
WAWOKIYA AWARD
The Wawokiya (Lakota for “one who helps”) Award is awarded annually to outstanding senior psychology majors.
Recipients have strong records of accomplishment at UMN Morris and sincere interest in helping others.
Madeline Fragale-Patraw ’21
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2021 SCHOLAR OF THE COLLEGE BIOGRAPHIES
Marie Elizabeth Anderson
Marie Elizabeth Anderson ’21, communication,
media, and rhetoric, presented “Speaking up, being
brave, strong, and funny: A Rhetorical Analysis
of The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel” at the annual meeting of
the Undergraduate Honors Research Conference
of the Central States Communication Association.
This research integrated critical media studies and
feminist theories to suggest that, although fictional,
the TV series exposed several of the (historical) social
limitations faced by innovative career women in
American society. Anderson’s additional research and
scholarship have involved a variety of projects while
at UMN Morris. She has explored issues in disability
studies with Associate Professor Tammy Berberi and
has completed two interdisciplinary internships: at
the Laura Ingalls Wilder Museum in Walnut Grove,
Minnesota, and at the Stevens County Historical
Society Museum.
Matthew J. DeSmith
Matthew J. DeSmith ’21, chemistry, has conducted
research on functionalized silica materials for the
selective removal of nitrate and phosphate from water
sources. He has been working on this research for the
past two years and has successfully synthesized and
characterized a set of six functionalized silica sorbent
materials. He will be presenting his research on
functionalized materials at the spring 2021 national
meeting of the American Chemical Society. His
additional research experience includes a National
Science Foundation Research Experience for
Undergraduates (NSF-REU), a ten week program at
the University of Oregon over the summer of 2020.
Nerissa Ann Dolney
Nerissa Ann Dolney’21, Native American and
Indigenous studies and psychology, presented her
research on conceptualizations of historical trauma
among Indigenous college students at the 2020 UMN
Morris Summer Research Symposium. Funded by
the McNair program, Dolney’s research used oral
interviews with current students to analyze and define
how historical trauma is understood by Indigenous
college students at UMN Morris—an important
contribution in this area of study. Her work pointed
toward possibilities for how colleges and universities
can both acknowledge and work to mitigate the effects
12

of historical trauma on their Indigenous students,
including collaborations between colleges and
universities and tribal nations to develop culturally
grounded protocols for student mental health services.
Felicia Galvan
Felicia Galvan ’21, anthropology and Spanish, was
a panelist in early 2021 for Dream of Wild Health’s
public webinar, “Indigenous Food Sovereignty
101: A Conversation between NATIFS and Dream
of Wild Health” and was the recipient of 2019–20
Anthropology Student of the Year Award. Her
data-compilation work is credited on the Granite
Falls Department of Public Transformation report,
“Creative Community Development: A Resource
Guide for Artist-led Development of Vacant Spaces
in Southwest MN.” With Red Lake 4-Directions
Development, Inc., she researched and created a
report based on farming technologies suitable for
one- to two-acre farms, and she analyzed data and
compiled a 26-page descriptive survey report to gather
information for market improvements for the Root
River Market Cooperative. Galvan spent the summer
of 2019 studying abroad in Toledo, Spain. She was
also a semifinalist for a Fulbright Student Research
Award to Peru.
Ryan David Lusby
Ryan David Lusby ’21, communication, media,
and rhetoric, has done exceptional work in creative
media production. He created an original musical
composition, performance, and related video that was
reviewed and selected for presentation and discussion
at the regional Undergraduate Communication
Research Conference hosted by the communication
and journalism departments at the University of St.
Thomas. Lusby’s “Mountains in Greece” applied
a variety of innovative digital effects and images to
explore a protagonist’s emotion, sadness, and desire
for resolution. Lusby will begin graduate school
in communication next fall at the University of
Wisconsin.
Jessica Nazarian
Jessica Nazarian ’22, English and chemistry, will
graduate with a pre-med emphasis. Her poem
“Crystal” was selected for publication in The Allegheny
Review (2021). The Allegheny Review, now entering its 36th

year of publication, is among the most prestigious
national undergraduate literary journals. Through
dreamlike figurative language, Nazarian’s poem
explores the impacts of drug abuse on people who
struggle with addiction and on their loved ones. In
addition to writing poetry, Nazarian has performed
with the Breakfast for Dinner Improv Troupe.
Samuel James Rosemark
Samuel James Rosemark ’21, political science and
economics, has been a multiple-term student body
president, completed summer internships every
year at UMN Morris, and worked for the Office of
Sustainability on an important grant project related to
electric buses for the local school district. Amidst these
leadership roles, Rosemark also worked with Assistant
Professor of Political Science Tim Lindberg on a mail
survey of rural Minnesotans’ political beliefs in fall
of 2018. This included assisting in survey creation,
implementation, and data collection. He was also a copresenter with Lindberg at the 2018 Minnesota Political
Science Association Conference at Augsburg College on
the initial findings of the survey project.
Isaac S. Sanchez
Isaac S. Sanchez ’21, chemistry, has conducted
research on more sustainable strategies for the
preparation of conducting polymers for use in organic
solar cells. He has also researched and contributed to
the synthesis of carbon dioxide capturing materials.
Sanchez’s research on conducting polymers was
presented at the spring 2020 national meeting of the
American Chemical Society.

neural network to recognize contrails in continuous
records of sky images, allowing the efficient
collection of long-term data on the role of humanintroduced aerosols on cloud formation. Siddiqui also
investigated the behavior of classical algorithms for the
solution of systems of linear equations on a quantum
computer—a frontier problem of computer science.
Both projects were supported by the Undergraduate
Research Opportunities Program. Nasir has published
his work in Scholarly Horizons.
Peter James Truckenmiller
Peter James Truckenmiller ’21, communication,
media, and rhetoric, has done exceptional work
in creative media production. He interpreted an
independently-released musical composition for
video that was reviewed and selected for presentation
and discussion at the regional Undergraduate
Communication Research Conference hosted by the
communication and journalism departments at the
University of St. Thomas. Truckenmiller’s “Baby
Steps” displayed his knowledge of the conventional
metaphors and visual aesthetics of the horror genre.
Truckenmiller has been involved in KUMM campus
radio as music director in 2019-20 and as station
manager in 2020-21.

Mitchell J. Scanlan
Mitchell J. Scanlan ’21, chemistry, has conducted
research on more sustainable strategies for the
preparation of conducting polymers for use in
organic solar cells. Scanlan’s research was presented
at the spring 2020 national meeting of the American
Chemical Society. The experiments he did for his
research are of high quality and at the leading edge of
green/sustainable chemistry.
Nasir Siddiqui
Nasir Siddiqui ’21, physics, has contributed
significantly to research methods in atmospheric
science. He developed an algorithm and trained a
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